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Group, an organization to enhance opportuni-
ties for African Americans in the lobbying
arena. In addition, Mr. Bates has been a
strong supporter of the Congressional Black
Caucus and the Congressional Black Caucus
Foundation. He is the father of three—Dawn,
Hillman and Brandon.

After joining Shiloh nearly two decades ago,
Stanley Williams immersed himself in church
activities. Today, he serves as Vice President
of the Brotherhood of Shiloh Men. He has
been a Sunday School teacher in the Youth
Department and served as an Assistant Su-
perintendent; Chairman of the Men’s Day
Committee; and, Co-chaired the Children’s
Day Committee. He was recently appointed by
the Pastor to Co-Chair the Victory Through
Faith Campaign Committee.

Mr. Williams currently works at the U.S. De-
partment of Labor where he serves as the Di-
rector of Veterans’ Employment and Training.
He recently was recognized by the Assistant
Secretary of Labor for his outstanding knowl-
edge and dedication in his field. He is married
to Judy C. Williams and is the father of two
children, Lanita and Malek.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate Father’s Day
across the country this Sunday, I ask you and
my colleagues to join me in saluting these two
outstanding fathers—Robert Edward Bates, Jr.
and Stanley K. Williams today for their dedica-
tion to the Shiloh Baptist Church, their fami-
lies, and to the community.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARION BERRY
OF ARKANSAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 1998

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, on June 17, I was
speaking before a group of Arkansas students
and missed roll call vote No. 237. If I had
been here, I would have voted ‘‘present.’’
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN ELIAS BALDACCI
OF MAINE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 1998

Mr. BALDACCI. Mr. Speaker, yesterday the
House voted on final passage of the Con-
ference Report to accompany H.R. 2646, the
Education Savings Act for Public and Private
Schools. I do not believe that we should be
taking resources away from our public schools
and directing them towards private schools. I
am strongly opposed to H.R. 2646, and cast
my vote against the Conference Report (Roll
Call Vote No. 243). Therefore, I was con-
cerned to discover this morning that I was list-
ed as not voting on Roll Call No. 243. Appar-
ently, my vote was not properly recorded by
the electronic voting system. I am deeply con-
cerned about this incident.

COMMEMORATING THE 15TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE CONGRESS-
BUNDESTAG YOUTH EXCHANGE

HON. LEE H. HAMILTON
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 1998

Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
draw the attention of my colleagues to the
15th anniversary on June 19th of the creation
of the Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange.

In 1983, marking the 300 years of German
immigration to the United States, the Con-
gress and the German Bundestag created a
unique program, the Congress-Bundestag
Youth Exchange. This exchange was de-
signed to ensure that the close ties of friend-
ship and partnership which had developed be-
tween our two countries since the founding of
the Federal Republic of Germany would con-
tinue in successor generations, and to foster
the relationship between our two national leg-
islative bodies.

In each of the past fifteen years, up to 800
American and German high school students
and young professionals have taken part in
this program. The high school students be-
come aware of the wider world and establish
ties which will benefit them for the rest of their
lives. Thanks to a combination of classroom
education and on-the-job training during their
year abroad, young professionals are able to
bring valuable experience into their working
life: Americans can take advantage of Ger-
many’s ‘‘dual system’’ of education and prac-
tical training, while German youth can benefit
from American strengths in areas such as
telecommunications, environmental technology
and the service sector. In both cases, the
young people of our two countries gain knowl-
edge and experience which will serve them
well later in life.

Let me quote from the letter of a recently-
returned American high school student, reflect-
ing on her year in Germany:

Now, I am able to speak Germany fluently.
I have made many strong friendships and
have experienced a culture I was not used to;
I have learned a great deal about who I am
and about life in general. I have learned to
be more tolerant of others and the ideas that
they offer. Being an exchange student does
not just benefit the exchange. My first weeks
in Germany were spent trying to disprove
many of the stereotypes the Germans had
about the United States and its society.
Through this Exchange, all participants are
able to return home feeling proud that they
had the opportunity to represent the United
States.

The Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange
program also organizes reciprocal visits by
staffers of the Congress and Bundestag. I
hope that more of my colleagues will encour-
age their staffers to take advantage of this op-
portunity to get to know Germany and the
working of its government and legislature. The
staff exchange can be of tremendous assist-
ance as our two countries grapple with shared
problems.

Germany is a uniquely important ally of the
United States. We have a strong national in-
terest in maintaining the closest ties and the
best understanding possible with both the cur-
rent leadership and the successor generation.
The Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange
represents one of the best ways to cement our

partnership. During his recent visit to Ger-
many, marking the 50th anniversary of the
Berlin Airlift, President Clinton declared, ‘‘we
will be working hard to expand our support for
the Congress-Bundestag Youth Exchange,
which has already given more than 10,000
German and American students the chance to
visit each other’s countries.’’

German leaders in the Bundestag value the
relationship with the United States and with
the Congress, and recognize the contribution
which the Congress-Bundestag Youth Ex-
change program has made to the close ties
which exist. On June 19th, the President of
the German Bundestag, Prof. Rita S ssmuth,
will mark the 15th anniversary of the Con-
gress-Bundestag Youth Exchange program by
sending the Bundestag’s greetings to all Mem-
bers of Congress and by congratulating the
200 American participants in this year’s pro-
gram, who will be present during the Bundes-
tag session.

Mr. Speaker, I invite my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in ex-
tending special greetings to our fellow legisla-
tors in the Bundestag, in commemorating the
creation of this exchange and in noting its
contribution to the distinctive ties between the
peoples and the governments of these two
great nations.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE
TAXPAYER’S DEFENSE ACT

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 1998
Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, today I join with

Mr. HAYWORTH and 52 of our colleagues to in-
troduce the Taxpayer’s Defense Act. This bill
simply provides that no federal agency may
establish or raise a tax without the approval of
Congress.

One of the principles on which the United
States was founded was that there should be
no taxation without representation.

In the Second Treatise of Government, John
Locke said, ‘‘[f]f any one shall claim a power
to lay and levy taxes on the people, . . . with-
out . . . consent of the people, he thereby . . .
subverts the end of government.’’ Consent,
according to Locke, could only be given by a
majority of the people, ‘‘either by themselves
or their representatives chosen by them.’’ The
Boston Tea Party celebrated Americans’ oppo-
sition to taxation without representation. And
the Declaration of Independence listed, among
the despotic acts of King George, hie ‘‘impos-
ing Taxes on us without our Consent.’’ First
among the powers that the Constitution gave
to the Congress, our new government’s rep-
resentative branch, was the power to levy
taxes.

The logic of having only Congress establish
federal taxes is clear: only Congress considers
and weighs every economic and social issue
that rises to national importance. While any
faction, agency, or sub-agency of the govern-
ment may view its own priorities as para-
mount, only Congress can decide which goals
are of the importance to merit spending tax-
payer dollars. Only Congress can determine
the level at which taxpayer dollars should be
spent.

The American ban on taxation without rep-
resentation has not been seriously challenged
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during our nation’s history. The modern era of
restricted federal budgets, however, threatens
to erode the essential principle of ‘‘no taxation
without representation.’’ In ways that are often
subtle or hidden, federal agencies are taking
on—or receiving from Congress—the power to
tax. They may tax by adding extra charges
onto legitimate fees charged for services they
provide. They may tax by requiring businesses
to take on affirmative obligations (as opposed
to complying with proscriptions on behavior
that harms the public) as a condition of oper-
ating. Administrative taxes pass the costs of
government progrms on to American consum-
ers in the form of higher prices. These secret
taxes tend to be deeply regressive and they
add inefficiencies to the economy. The take
money from everyone without helping anyone.

The worst example of administrative tax-
ation is the Federal Communications Commis-
sion’s Universal Service Tax. ‘‘Universal serv-
ice’’ is the idea that everyone should have ac-
cess to affordable telecommunications serv-
ices. It originated at the beginning of the cen-
tury when the nation was still being strung
with telephone wires. The Telecommunications
Act of 1996 included provisions that allowed
the FCC to extend universal service, ensuring
that telecommunications are available to all
areas of the country and to institutions that
benefit the community, like schools, libraries,
and rural health care facilities.

Most importantly, the Act gave the FCC the
power to decide the level of ‘‘contributions’’—
taxes—that long-distance providers would
have to pay to support universal service. The
FCC now determines how much can be col-
lected in taxes to subsidize a variety of ‘‘uni-
versal service’’ spending programs. It charges
long-distance providers, who pass the costs
on to consumers in the form of higher tele-
phone bills. In the first half of 1998, the tax
was $625 million, and the Clinton Administra-
tion’s budget projects it will rise to $10 billion
per year. Mr. Speaker, this administrative tax
is already out of control.

The FCC’s provisions for universal service
have many flaws. Among them are three ‘‘ad-
ministrative corporations’’ set up by the FCC.
The General Accounting Office has deter-
mined that the establishment of these corpora-
tions was illegal. The head of one of these
corporations was, until recently, paid $200,000
dollars per year—as much as the President of
the United States. And reports are already
coming in about sweetheart deals between
government contractors and their State gov-
ernment friends, who have access to huge
amounts of easy universal service money.

The FCC has been contumacious to the will
of Congress in implementing the Universal
Service Tax. Chairman BLILEY has assiduously
pursued the FCC’s missteps and misdeeds, as
have I. In the Commercial and Administrative
Law Subcommittee, I chaired a hearing on ad-
ministrative taxation, focusing particularly on
the Universal Service Tax, on February 26,
1998, at which I raised several issues and
concerns. The FCC’s response to my con-
cerns, and those of many other Members, has
been anemic at best.

This can only happen because the FCC col-
lects taxpayer dollars at levels it sets without
approval from Congress or the people. The
FCC can defy Congress and the people be-
cause it has the power to levy taxes on its
own. It can ignore Congress without threaten-
ing its generous spending programs, which

cost Americans millions and millions of dollars.
Mr. Speaker, some people thought the tax-
and-spend liberals had left Washington. Not
so.

Washington interest groups who want to
feed at this federal trough are already geared
up to accuse the Republican Congress of cut-
ting funding for education and health care if
any attempt is made to rein in the FCC. They
will cynically frame the issue as a matter of
federal entitlements for sympathetic causes
and groups.

But the most sympathetic group is the
American taxpayer, whose money is being
taken, laundered through the Washington bu-
reaucracy, and returned (in dramatically re-
duced amounts) for purposes set by unelected
Washington poohbahs. This is why we must
require the FCC, and all agencies, to get the
approval of Congress before setting future tax
rates.

Should tax dollars be used for federal uni-
versal service programs? In what amounts?
Or should Americans spend what they earn on
their own, locally determined priorities? Re-
quiring Congress to review any administrative
taxes would answer this question.

My bill would create a new subchapter with-
in the Congressional Review Act for manda-
tory review of certain agency rules. Any rule
that establishes or raises a tax would have to
be submitted to Congress and receive the ap-
proval of Congress before it could take effect.
In essence, the Act would disable agencies
from establishing or raising taxes, but allow
them to formulate proposals for Congress to
consider, under existing rulemaking proce-
dures. It is a version of a bill introduced and
ably advocated for by Mr. HAYWORTH. He joins
me today as a leading cosponsor of this bill.

Once submitted to Congress, a taxing regu-
lation would be introduced (by request) in
each House of Congress by the Majority Lead-
er. The rule would then be subject to expe-
dited procedures, allowing a prompt decision
on whether or not it should take effect. The
rule would take effect once a bill approving it
was passed by both Houses of Congress and
signed by the President. If the rule were ap-
proved, the agency would retain power to re-
verse the regulation, lower the amount of the
tax, or take any otherwise legal actions with
respect to the rule.

Mr. Speaker, the cry of ‘‘no taxation without
representation’’ has gone up in the land be-
fore, and today we are hearing it again. Con-
gress must not allow a federal agency com-
prised of unelected bureaucrats to determine
the amount of taxes hardworking Americans
must pay. While preserving needed flexibility,
the Taxpayer’s Defense Act will allow Con-
gress alone to determine the purposes to
which precious tax dollars will be put.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH
OF WASHINGTON

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 1998

Mr. ADAM SMITH of Washington. Mr.
Speaker, I was unavoidably detained on the
evening of June 11, 1998, and unfortunately
missed roll call votes 230 and 231. If present
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call vote 230
and ‘‘yea’’ on roll call vote 231.

HONORING THE SAVE OUR YOUTH
INITIATIVE’S CONGRESSIONAL
YOUTH COUNCIL

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 1998
Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor the member of my Save Our Youth Ini-
tiative’s Congressional Youth Council.

One of the major challenges facing Brook-
lyn, and other parts of our Nation, is finding
ways to open doors of opportunity for youth
who constitute a disproportionately large share
of the unemployed, underemployed, and incar-
cerated. Through the Save Our Youth Initia-
tive, I am striving to eliminate this bleak out-
look for our youth, and to provide the nec-
essary resources so that youth can build suc-
cessful lives. An important vehicle in this effort
is my Congressional Youth Council.

Since Spring 1996, the Youth Council’s
leadership role in the community encourages
youth to become more active citizens.
Through organizing community forums such
as a Youth Town Hall meeting attended by
over 200 youth and adults, participating in
public hearings and other local events, and
discussing policy issues with public officials
such as Mayor Rudolph Giuliani and Brooklyn
Borough President Howard Golden, these
youth blossomed into dedicated advocates.
Each young leader—April Hudson, Irvin Dan-
iels, Felix Ramos, Akilah Holder, Tanya Cruz,
Latoya Baker, Dunni Owolabi, Jethro Jelldine,
Nicole Brathwaite, Michelle Warner, Yolanshe,
Alexander, Fellanthin King, and Kalonji
Curwen—is a shining beacon of hope for the
future of our community.

I am tremendously proud of their achieve-
ments in both school and the community. This
month, four of these dedicated youth advo-
cates will receive their New York State high
school diplomas. They have truly shown that
Generation X is a generation of excellence.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I ask
my colleagues to join me in saluting all of the
members of my Congressional Youth Council.
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TRIBUTE TO INTEGRATION 2000

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR
OF MICHIGAN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 19, 1998

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, each year a new
group of children walks into a school for the
first time. They are our future leaders, the
hope of America. Students rely on the support
they get from parents, mentors, and teachers
as they prepare for their future. Harry Istok, at
Malow Junior High in Shelby Township, MI,
has developed an innovative technical pro-
gram called Integration 2000. With the help
and support of businesses throughout the
Metro Detroit area, Integration 2000 has
changed the way we look at technical edu-
cation in Michigan.

Harry Istok is a veteran teacher. For twenty-
seven years, he has taught drafting to stu-
dents at Malow Junior High. But during the
school year of 1995/1996, Harry took drafting
to a new level. By taking skills from art, draft-
ing, technology education, and general busi-
ness, Harry integrated the manufacturing side
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